Nomadic Empires and Eurasian Integration
Turkish Migrations and Imperial Expansion
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Intro
· Turkish ppl were not a single, homogenous groups
· Organized themselves into clans and tribes that fought with one another
· Turkish clans and identities emerged after the fragmentation of the Xiongnu confederation in the 1st and 2nd centuries ce
· All Turkish ppl spoke related languages
· Nomads or descendants of nomads
· They would expand their influence until they dominated the steppes of central Asia
· Also settled societies in Persia, Anatolia, and India
Economy and Society of Nomadic Pastoralism
· Nomadic Pastoralists and Their Animals
· Nomadic peoples of central Asia were pastoralists who kept herds of animals
· Built societies by adapting the ecological conditions of arid lands
· Central Asia does not receive enough rain to support large-scale agriculture
· Only grasses and shrubs existed on the steppes
· The maintenance of their flocks required them to move frequently
· Drove their animals to land with abundant grass and moved along as the vegetation thinned
· Did not wander aimlessly through the steppes, but followed migratory cycles that took account of the seasons and climactic conditions
· Lived off the meat, milk, and hides of their animals
· Used animal bones for tools and dung for fires
· Made shoes and clothes out of wool from their sheep and skins from other animals
· Wool was the source of the felt they used to fashion their large tents called yurts
· Even prepared an alcoholic drink from mare’s milk known as kumiss
· The aridity of the climate and the nomadic lifestyle limited the development of human societies in Central Asia
· Only at oases was agriculture possible and for dense populations to congregate
· Settlements were few and small and often temporary, since nomads carried the collapsible yurts as they drove their herds
· Often engaged in small-scale cultivation of millet or vegetables when they found sources of water
· The harvests were sufficient only to supplement animal products, not to sustain whole societies
· Also produced limited pottery, leather, iron weapons, and tools
· Both intensive agriculture and large-scale production were impossibilities given their migrator habits
· Nomadic and Settled Peoples
· The nomads sought opportunities to trade with settled peoples
· As early as the classical era, trade linked nomads with settled societies
· Most of it was on a small scale since the nomads sought agricultural products and manufactured goods for their immediate needs
· Often, nomads also participated in long-distance trade networks
· Due to their mobility and their familiarity with large areas of Central Asia, nomads were well-suited to organized and lead the caravans that crossed Central Asia
· During the postclassical era and later, Turkish peoples were especially prominent on the routes
· Nomadic Society
· Nomadic society had two distinct classes: elites and commoners
· Elite charismatic leaders acquired the prestige needed to organize clans and tribes into alliances
· Did little governing since clans and tribes looked after their own affairs and resented interference
· During times of war, elite rulers wielded absolute authority over their forces, dealing swiftly with those who did not obey
· The nomadic “nobility” was fluid
· Leaders passed elite status along to their heirs, but the heirs could lose their status if they didn’t provided appropriate leadership for their clans and tribes
· Over the course of a few generations, elites could return to commoner status
· Commoners could win recognition as elites by outstanding courage during war
· If they were clever enough diplomats, they could arrange alliances between clans and tribes and gain enough support to displace established leaders
· Gender Relations
· Adult males dominated pastoral societies, but women enjoyed higher status than their counterparts in settled agricultural societies
· In most nomadic societies, able-bodied men were frequently away from their herds on hunting expeditions or military campaigns
· Women were primarily responsible for tending to the herd
· Nomadic women were excellent horse riders and skilled archers, sometimes fighting alongside the men
· Because of their crucial economic roles, women wielded considerable influence in nomadic pastoral societies
· Sometimes as advisors with strong voices in family or clan matters; occasionally as regents or rulers in their own right
· Nomadic Religion
· The earliest religion of the Turkish peoples revolved around shamans- 
· Religious specialists who possessed supernatural powers
· Communicated with the gods and nature spirits
· Invoked divine aid on behalf of their communities
· Informed their companions of the gods’ will
· Many Turkish people became attracted to the religious and cultural traditions they encountered when trading with settled societies
· Didn’t abandon their inherited beliefs or their shamans, but by the 6th century many had converted to Buddhism, Nestorian Christianity, and Manichaeism
· Partly due to their newly adopted religious and cultural traditions and partly due to their prominence in Eurasian trade networks, they developed a written script
· Turkish Conversion to Islam
· Over the long term, most Turks converted to Islam
· The earliest converts were nomads captured in border raids by forces of the Abbasid caliphate in the early 9th century and integrated into the caliphate’s armies as slave soldiers
· The first large-scale conversion came in the late 10th century, 
· A Turkish ruling clan known as the Seljuqs turned to Islam and migrated to Iran
· Hoped to improve their fortunes through alliances with Abbasid authorities and service to the caliphate
· Between the 10th and 14th centuries, most Turkish clans adopted Islam
· Carried the new religion with them as they expanded
Turkish Empires in Persia, Anatolia, and India
· Seljuq Turks and the Abbasid Empire
· Turkish peoples entered Persia, Anatolia, and India at different times for different reasons
· Approached Abbasid Persia much as Germanic peoples approached the Roman empire
· From about the mid-8th century to the mid-10th century, Turkish peoples lived mostly on the borders of the Abbasid caliphate
· Offered abundant opportunities for trade
· By the mid- to late-10th century, large numbers of Seljuq Turks served in Abbasid armies and lived in the realm itself
· By the mid-11th century, the Seljuqs overshadowed the Abbasid caliphs
· In 1055, the Abbasid caliph recognized the Seljuq leader Tughril Beg as sultan (“chieftain” or “ruler”)
· Tughril first consolidated his hold on the Abbasid caliphate at Baghdad
· He and his successors then extended their rule to Syria, Palestine, and other parts of the realm
· For the last 2 centuries of the Abbasid state, the caliphs served as figureheads while actual authority lay in the hands of Turkish sultans
· Seljuq Turks and the Byzantine Empire
· While some Turkish peoples established themselves in Abbasid Persia, others turned towards the Byzantine empire and Anatolia
· Led by the Seljuqs, Turkish peoples began migrating into Anatolia in the early 11th century
· In 1071, Seljuq forces defeated the Byzantines at Manzikert in eastern Anatolia
· Even took the Byzantine emperor captive
· Following the victory, Seljuqs and other Turkish groups entered Anatolia at will
· The peasants of Anatolia, who resented the Byzantines, often looked upon the Seljuqs as liberators rather than conquerors
· The migrants transformed Anatolia
· Displaced Byzantine authorities and set up their own political and social institutions
· Levied taxes on the Byzantine church, restricted its activities, and sometimes confiscated church property
· Welcomed converts to Islam and made political, social, and economic opportunities available to them
· By 1453, when Ottoman Turks captured Constantinople, Byzantine and Christian Anatolia had mostly become Turkish and Islamic land
· Ghaznavid Turks and the Sultanate of Delhi
· While the Seljuqs spearheaded Turkish migrations into the Abbasids and Byzantines, Mahmud of Ghazni led the Ghaznavid Turks of Afghanistan into raids on lucrative sites in northern India
· When the Ghaznavids began their campaign in the early 11th century, their main goal was plunder
· Over time, they became more interested in permanent role
· Asserted authority over the Punjab and then Gujarat and Bengal
· By the 13th century, the Sultanate of Delhi claimed authority over all of northern India
· Never able to take over southern India
· Faced constant challenges from Hindu princes in neighboring lands
· Periodically had to defend from other Turks of Mongolian invaders
· Maintained an enormous army with an elephant corps
· Enabled them to hold on to their territories rather than to expand their empire
· Had great social and cultural implications in India
· Mahmud of Ghazni was a zealous foe of Hinduism and Buddhism, and raided shrines, temples, and monasteries
· Stripped the temples of their wealthy, destroyed them, and often slaughtered their residents
· Encouraged conversion to Islam, enabling them to establish a seure presence in northern India
· Though undertaken by different groups, the Turkish conquests of Persia, Anatolia, and India represented a larger expansion by nomadic peoples
· The formidable military prowess of Turkish peoples enabled them to move beyond the steppes of central Asia and dominate settled societies
· By the 13th century, the influence of nomadic peoples was greater than ever before in Eurasian history
· Represented the prelude to the empire building of the Mongols during the 13th and 14th centuries
The Mongol Empires
· Intro
· For most of their history, the nomadic Mongols lived on the high  steppe lands of eastern central Asia
· Like other nomadic peoples, they displayed loyalty to their kin groups organized into families, clans, and tribes
· Frequently allied with Turkish peoples who built empires on the steppes
· Rarely played a leading role in the organization of states before the 13th century
· Strong loyalties made it difficult for the Mongols to organize a stable society on a large scale
· During the early 13th century, Chinggis Khan forged the Mongol tribes into a powerful alliance
· Would built the largest empire the world had ever seen
· While the empire would quickly dissolve into a series of smaller states- most that would disappear within a century- their imperial venture brought Eurasian societies into closer contact than ever before
Chinggis Khan and the Making of the Mongol Empire
· Chinggis Khan was born as Temujin about 1167 into a noble family
· His father was a prominent warrior who forged an alliance between several Mongol clans and seemed likely to become a powerful leader
· When Temujin was ten years old, rivals poisoned his father and destroyed their alliance
· Abandoned by his father’s allies, Temujin led a precarious existence, living in poverty and eluding enemies that attempting to kill him
· Midnight escape
· Chinggis Khan’s rise to power
· During the late 12th century, Temujin made an alliance with a prominent Mongolian clan leader
· Mastered steppe diplomacy, which centered around displays of personal courage in battle combined with intense loyalty to allies
· Was willing to betray alliances to gain
· Able to entice unaffiliated tribes into cooperative relationships
· Gradually strengthened his position, and would eventually bring all of the Mongol tribes into a single confederation in 1206
· Anointed “universal ruler”; Chingiss Khan
· Mongol Political Organization
· Chinggis Khan’s policies greatly strengthened the Mongol people
· Earlier nomadic state builders had ruled largely through the leaders of allied tribes
· Chinggis Khan mistrusted the Mongols’ tribal organization
· Broke up the tribes and forced men to join new military units with no tribal affiliation
· Chose high political and military leaders because of their talents and loyalty, not their kinship or tribal status
· Spent most of his life on horseback, but his successors would build a capital at Karokorum
· Most important institution of the Mongol state was the army, which magnified the power of the small population
· In the 13th century, the Mongolian pop was about 1 million people, less than 1% of China’s population
· Chinggis Khan’s army only number from 100-125,000
· Mongol Arms
· Mongol forces relied on outstanding equestrian skills
· Grew up riding horses
· Their bows could fell enemies at 200 feet
· Some of the most mobile armies ever, traveling over 60 miles per day at times
· Understood the psychological aspects of warfare
· If enemies surrendered without resistance, they would spare their lives
· Would provide generous treatment for artisans, craft workers, and those with military skills
· If they resisted, however, the Mongols would slaughter entire populations
· Once he had united the Mongols, Chinggis Khan turned his army and attention to central Asia and nearby settled societies
· Attacked the Turkish tribes in Tibet, northern China, Persia, and the central Asian steppes
· His conquests in central Asia were important because they protected him against other nomadic challenges
· The Mongol campaigns in Persia and China had far-reaching consequences
· Mongol Conquest of Northern China
· Chinggis khan extended Mongol rule to northern China, dominated since 1127 ce by the nomadic Jurchen  people
· The Song continued to rule the South
· Began in 1211 ce when Mongol raiding parties invaded the Jurchen realm
· Raids became more frequent and intense and soon developed into campaigns of conquest
· By 1215, the Mongols had captured the capital and changed the name to Khanbaliq “city of the khan”
· Served as the Mongol capital in China
· Fighting between the Mongols and Jurchens continued until 1234
· Mongol Conquest of Persia
· While part of his army consolidated the Mongol hold on northern China, Chinggis Khan led another force to Afghanistan and Persia
· Ruled by a successor to the Seljuq Turks known as the Khwarezm shah
· In 1218 Chinggis Khan sought to open trade with the shah
· The shah despised the Mongols and ordered his officials to murder Chinggis Khan’s envoys and the merchants with them
· The following year Chinggis took his army west to seek revenge, and pursued the shah to an island in the Caspian where he died
· Shattered the shah’s army and seized control of his realm
· The forestall any possibility that the shah’s state might return and constitute a challenge to his own empire, Chinggis Khan wreaked havoc on the conquered land
· Ravaged each city, demolished buildings, massacred hundreds of thousands of people
· Some cities never recovered
· Destroyed the qanat irrigation systems that had sustained farming for a millennium in this arid region
· By the time of his death in 1227, Chinggis Khan had laid the foundation of a vast and mighty empire
· Had united the Mongols
· Established Mongol supremacy in central Asia
· Extended Mongol control to northern China in the east and Persia in the west
· Chinggis Khan was a conqueror, not an administrator
· Ruled the Mongols through his control over the army
· Did not establish a central government for the lands that he conquered
· Instead, he assigned Mongol overlords to supervise local administrators and to extract generous tribute for his Mongols’ own uses
· They continued the conquests of Chinggis, but also attempted to design a more permanent administration to guide the Mongol empire
The Mongol Empire after Chinggis Khan
· Intro
· Chinggis Khan’s death touched off a struggle for power among his sons and grandsons
· Eventually, his heirs divided Chinggis Khan’s vast realm into four regional empires
· The great khans ruled China, the wealthiest of Mongol lands
· Descendants of Chaghatai, one of Chinggis Khan’s sons, ruled the khanate of Chaghatai in central Asia
· Persia fell under the authority of rulers known as the Ilkhanates
· The khan of the Golden Horde dominated Russia
· The Great Khans were nominally superior to the others, but they were rarely able to enforce their claims to authority
· For as long as the Mongol empires survived, ambition fueled constant tension and occasional conflict among the four khans
· Khubilai Khan
· The consolidation of Mongol rule in China came during the reign of Khubilai, one of Chinggis Khan’s grandsons
· Unleashed ruthless attacks against his enemies, but also took an interest in cultural matters and worked to improve the welfare of his subjects
· Promoted Buddhism, provided support for Daoists, Muslims, and Christians
· The famous Venetian Marco Polo praised him for his generosity to the poor and his effort to build roads
· From 1264 until his death in 1294, Khubilai Khan presided over the Mongol empire at its height
· Mongol Conquest of Southern China
· Khubilai extended his rule to all of China
· Relentlessly attacked the southern Song
· Capital of Hangzhou fell in 1276, within three years had defeated all of China
· In 1279, he proclaimed himself emperor and established the Yuan Dynasty, which ruled China until its collapse in 1368
· Beyond China, Khubilai had little success as a conqueror
· During the 1270s and 1280s, he launched several invasions of Vietnam, Cambodia, and Burma
· Had a naval expedition against Java
· The Mongol forces did not adapt well to the humid, tropical jungles of SE Asia
· Pasturelands were inadequate for horses, and they could not cope with the guerrilla tactics
· In 1274 and 1281, Khubilai Khan attempted a seaborne invasion of Japan, but typhoons thwarted his plans
· Japanese called these winds kamikaze “divine winds”
· The Golden Horde
· Khubilai’s cousins and brothers tightened Mongol control on lands to the west
· The Golden Horde overran Russia between 1237 and 1241
· Mounted exploratory missions into Poland, Hungary, and eastern Germany in 1241 and 1242
· Prized the steppes north of the Black Sea as prime pasturelands for their horses
· Maintained a large army on the steppes to mount raids into Russia
· Did not occupy Russia, but extracted tribute from the cities and provinces
· The Golden Horde maintained its hegemony in Russia until the mid-15th century
· Princes of Moscow would reject its authority while building a powerful Russian state
· By the mid-16th century, Russian conquerors had extended their rule to the steppes
· Mongol khans descended from the Golden Horde continued to rule Crimea until the late 18th century
· The Ilkhanate of Persia
· While the Golden horde established its authority in Russia, Khubilai’s brother Hulegu toppled the Abbasid empire and established the Mongol Ilkhanate in Persia
· In 1258 he captured Baghdad
· Looted the city, executed the caliph, and massacred more than 200,000 residents
· Ventured into Syria, where Muslim forces from Egypt expelled them, placing a limit on Mongol expansion
· When the Mongols crushed ruling regimes in large settled societies (China and Persia), they discovered they needed to be governors as well as conquerors
· Had no experience administering complex societies where successful governance required talents beyond the equestrian and military skills esteemed on the steppes
· Had trouble adjusting to their role as administrators
· Most of their conquests fell out of their hands within a century
· Mongol Rule in Persia
· The Mongols adopted different tactics in the lands they ruled
· In Persia they made concessions to local interests
· Persians served as ministers, provincial governors, and state officials at all lower levels
· Allowed the Persians to administer the Ilkhanate as long as they delivered tax receipts and maintained order
· Over time, the Mongols assimilated themselves to Persian cultural traditions
· Mostly observed their native shamanism early on, but they tolerated all religions
· Ended the privileges given to Muslims
· Gradually, the Mongols gravitated towards Islam themselves
· 1295, Ilkhan Ghazan publicly converted to Islam
· Most Mongols in Persia followed his example
· Sparked large-scale massacres of Christians and Jews
· Indicated the return of Islam to a position of privilege in Persian society
· Indicated the absorption of the Mongols into Muslim Persian society
· Mongol Rule in China
· In China, the Mongols stood aloof from their subjects
· Scorned as “cultivators”
· Outlawed intermarriage between Mongols and Chinese
· Forbade the Chinese from learning the Mongol language
· Decided to extract as much revenue as possible from their Chinese subjects
· Did not make as much use of native administrative talent as did their counterparts in Persia
· Brought foreign administrators into China and placed them in charge
· Resisted assimilation to Chinese cultural traditions
· Ended the privileges of Confucian scholars
· Dismantled the Confucian educational and exam systems
· Did not persecute Confucians, but allowed the tradition to wither away
· To remain on good terms with their subjects, they allowed the construction of churches, temples, and shrines
· Subsidized some religious establishments
· Tolerated all religious and cultural traditions
· The Mongols and Buddhism
· For their part the Mongols mostly continued to follow their native shamanist cults
· Many of the ruling elite became enamored with the Lamaist school of Buddhism in Tibet
· Made a prominent place for magic and supernatural powers- resembling the Mongols’ shamanism
· The leaders recognized the Mongols as legit rulers and went out of their way to curry favor
The Mongols and Eurasian Integration
· Intro
· In building their vast empire, the Mongols brought tremendous destruction to lands throughout much of the Eurasian landmass
· Yet they also sponsored interaction among peoples of different societies and linked Eurasian lands more directly than ever before
· Positively encouraged travel and communication over long distances
· Recognizing the value of communications for their empire, Chinggis Khan maintained a courier network that rapidly relayed news and gov’t orders
· The Mongols’ encouragement of travel and communication facilitated trade, diplomatic travel, missionary efforts, and movements of peoples to new lands
· The Mongols and Trade
· As a nomadic people dependent on commerce with settled agricultural societies, the Mongols worked to secure the trade routes and ensure the safety of merchants passing through their territories
· The Mongol khans frequently fought amongst themselves, but they maintained good order within the realm and allowed merchants to travel safely throughout their empires
· As a result, long-distance trade and travel became much less risky than in earlier times
· Merchants increased their commercial investments, and the volume of long-distance trade across Central Asia dwarfed earlier times
· China and western Europe were directly linked for the first time
· Diplomatic Missions
· Diplomatic communications were crucial to the Mongols, and their protection of trade routes benefited ambassadors as well as merchants
· Missionary Efforts
· Like the Silk Roads in earlier times, Eurasian routes during the era of the Mongol empires served as highways for missionaries, as well as for diplomats and merchants
· Sufi missionaries helped popularize Islam amongst Turkish people in central Asia
· Lamaist Buddhism attracted interest among Mongols
· Nestorian Christians, who had been prominent throughout central Asian oases towns, found new opportunities to win converts
· Went to China to serve as administrators for the Mongols
· Roman Catholic missionaries even mounted missionary campaigns in China
· Resettlement
· Another Mongol policy that encouraged Eurasian integration was the policy of resettling peoples in new lands
·  Had a limited number of skilled artisans and educated individuals
· The more the empire expanded, the more they needed the services of craft workers and literate administrators
· Mongol overlords recruited the talent they needed largely from the ranks of their allies and the peoples they conquered
· Often moved ppl far from their homelands to sites where they could best make use of their services
· Among the most important of the Mongols’ allies were the Uigher Turks, who mostly lived in oasis cities along the Silk Roads
· The Uighers were literate and often highly educated
· Provided many of the clerks, secretaries, and admin who ran the Mongol empires
· Also provided many of the soldiers for Mongolian garrisons
· Arab and Persian Muslims were prominent among those who administered the Mongols’ affairs far from their homelands
· Conquered peoples also supplied the Mongols with talent
· When they overcame a city, Mongol forces surveyed the captured and separated those out with special skills 
· Sent them to the capital at Karakorum or where there was need
· From the ranks of conquered peoples came soldiers, bodyguards, administrators, secretaries, translators, physicians, armor makers, metalsmiths, miners, carpenters, masons, textile workers, musicians, jewelers
· After the 1230s, the Mongols often took censuses of lands they conquered
· Partly to levy taxes and conscript military forces
· Partly to locate talented individuals
· Like their protection of trade and diplomacy, the Mongols’ policy of resettling allies and conquered peoples promoted cultural integration by increasing communication and exchange between peoples of different societies
Decline of the Mongols in Persia and China
· Collapse of the Ilkhanate
· Soon after the long and prosperous reign of Kublai Khan, the Mongols encountered severe difficulties governing Persia and China
· In Persia, excessive spending strained the treasury
· Overexploitation of the peasantry led to reduced revenues
· In the early 1290s, the Ilkhan tried to resolve his financial difficulties by introducing paper money and ordering all subjects to accept it for payments of debt
· Purpose was to give precious metals to the government, but it was a huge failure
· Rather than accept paper money seen as worthless, merchants closed shops
· Commerce ground to a halt until the Ilkhan rescinded the order
· Factional struggles plagued the leadership
· The regime went into steep decline after the death of Ilkhan Ghazan in 1304
· When the last of the Mongol rulers died without an heir in 1335, the Ilkhanate simply collapsed
· Government in Persia devolved to local levels until late 14th century when Turkish peoples reintroduced effective central government
· Decline of the Yuan Dynasty
· Mongol decline in China was more complicated
· Had an economic aspect
· The Mongols continued to use the paper money the Chinese had invented during the Tang and Song dynasties
· Did not maintain adequate reserves of the bullion that backed up paper notes
· The population lost confidence in paper money
· Prices rose sharply as a reflection of the diminished value
· Again as in Persia, factions arose in the leadership, hastening the decline
· As the richest of Mongolian empires, China attracted the attention of ambitious warriors
· Beginning in the 1320s power struggles, imperial assassinations and civil war convulsed the Mongols in China
· Bubonic Plague
· The Mongol rulers also faced an onslaught of epidemics
· By facilitating trade and communication throughout Eurasia, the Mongols also expedited the spread of Bubonic Plague
· During the 1330s plague erupted in SW China
· From there, it spread throughout China and central Asia
· By the late 1340s had reached SW Asia and Europe where it became known as the Black Death
· Bubonic plague sometimes killed half or more of an exposed population, especially during the early years
· Seriously disrupted economies and societies throughout Eurasia
· In China, depopulation and labor shortages due to the plague weakened the Mongol regime
· The Mongols also faced a rebellious subject pop in China
· They stood apart from their subjects, who returned the contempt of their conquerors
· Beginning in the 1340s, southern China became a hotbed of peasant rebellion and banditry
· The Mongols could not control it
· In 1368 rebel forces captured Khanbaliq, and the Mongols departed China en masse and returned to the steppes
· Surviving Mongol Khanates
· Mongol states did not completely disappear
· The khanate of Chaghatai continued to prevail in central Asia
· Mongols were a threat to the China until the 18th century
· The khanate of the Golden Horde continued to dominate the Caucasus and the steppe lands north of the Black and Caspian Seas until the mid-16th century
· A resurgent Russia would bring down the Golden Horde
· Like Mongols in China, Mongols in Russia continued to threaten until the 18th century
· Mongols who had settled in the Crimean peninsula retained their identity until Joseph Stalin forcibly removed them to other parts of the Soviet Union in the mid-20th century
After the Mongols
· Intro
· The decline of the Mongols didn’t signal the end of the nomadic peoples’ influence in Eurasia
· As Mongol strength declined, Turkish peoples resumed the expansive campaigns that the Mongols had interrupted
· During the late 14th and early 15th centuries, the Turkic-Mongol conqueror Tamerlane built a central Asian empire rivalling that of Chingiss Khan’s
· While it foundered soon after his death, it deeply influenced the surviving Turkish Muslim states
· Mughals in India, Safavids in Persia, and the Ottoman empire in Anatolia
Tamerlane and the Timurids
· The Lame Conqueror
· The rapid collapse of the Mongol states left a huge power vacuum in China and Persia
· While the native Ming dynasty filled the vacuum in China, a self-made Turkic-Mongol conqueror named Timur moved on Persia
· Because he walked with a limp, he has become known as “Timur the Lame”
· Born in 1336 near Samarkand, Tamerlane took Chingiss Khan as his model
· Came from minor Mongol and Turkish elites, and made his own way to power
· Was a charismatic leader and courageous warrior, attracting loyal followers
· During the 1360s, he eliminated his rivals by persuading them or defeating them, winning recognition of his own tribe
· By 1370, had extended his authority throughout the khanate of Chaghatai
· Began to build a magnificent imperial capital in Samarkand
· Tamerlane’s Conquests
· For the rest of his life, Tamerlane led his armies on conquest
· First turned to the region between Persia and Afghanistan
· Established his authority in rich cities so he could levy taxes on trade and agricultural production
· Next, he attacked the Golden Horde in the Caucasus region and Russia
· By the mid-1390s had severely weakened it
· During the last years of the century, he invaded India and subjected Delhi to a sack
· Tamerlane campaigned along the Ganges, though never incorporated India into his empire
· Opened the new century with campaigns in SW Asia and Anatolia
· In 1404 he was prepping for an invasion of China, and when he was leading his army he died in 1405
· Like Chingiss Khan, Tamerlane was a conqueror, not an administrator
· Spent almost his whole adult life fighting military campaigns
· Ruled through tribal leaders who were his allies
· Appointed overlords in the territories he conquered, but relied on existing bureaucracies and simply received taxes and tribute on his behalf
· Tamerlane’s Heirs
· Given its loose organization, it is no surprise that Tamerlane’s Timurid empire experienced troubles after his death
· His sons and grandsons engaged of a long series of bitter conflicts
· Led to the contraction of the Timurid empire and its division into four main regions
· For a century after Timur’s death, they maintained control over a region from Persia to Afghanistan
· When the last vestiges of the empire disappeared in the early 16th century, the Mughal, Safavid, and Ottoman empires that replaced it reflected the legacy of the lame conqueror
The Foundation of the Ottoman Empire
· The early stages of Ottoman expansion predated Tamerlane
· The foundation of the influential Ottoman empire shows more influence of nomadic peoples during the period 1000 to 1500 ce
· Osman
· After the Mongol conquest of Persia, large numbers of nomadic Turks migrated from central Asia to the Ilkhanate and beyond to Anatolia
· Had been seized by the Ilkhanate
· There they followed charismatic leaders who organized further campaigns of conquest
· Among those leaders was Osman, who during the late 13th and early 14th centuries carved out a small state in NW Anatolia
· In 1299, Osman declared independence from the Seljuq sultan and launched a campaign to build a state at the expense of the Byzantine empire
· His followers, growing after every victory, who came to be known as Ottomans
· Ottoman Conquest
· During the 1350s the Ottomans gained a considerable advantage over their Turkish rivals when they established a foothold across the Dardanelles at Gallipoli on the Balkan peninsula
· They quickly moved to expand their holdings in the Balkans
· Byzantine forces resisted Ottoman excursions, but because of political fragmentation, ineffective government, and exploitation of the peasantry, the Ottomans found abundant local support
· By the 1380s the Ottomans had become by far the most powerful people on the Balkan peninsula
· By the end of the century they were poised to capture Constantinople and take over the Byzantine empire
· Tamerlane temporarily delayed Ottoman expansion in the Byzantine realm
· In 1402, Tamerlane’s forces crushed the Ottoman army, captured the sultan, and subjected the Ottomans to his authority
· After Tamerlane’s death, Ottoman leaders had to reestablish their rule in their own realms
· Involved the repression of local princes and the defense of Ottoman territories against Byzantine, Venetian, and other Christian forces that sought to turn back the advance of Turkish Muslims
· By the 1440s, the Ottomans had recovered and begun to expand anew into the Byzantine empire
· The Capture of Constantinople
· The campaign culminated in 1453 when Sultan Mehmed II capture the city of Constantinople
· Ending more than a thousand years of Byzantine rule
· After subjecting it to a sack, he made the city his own capital under the Turkish name Istanbul
· With Istanbul in hand, the Ottomans quickly absorbed the remained of the Byzantine empire
· By 1480, they controlled all of Greece and the Balkan peninsula
· Continued to expand throughout most of the 16th century as well
· Extended their rule to SW Asia, SE Europe, Egypt, and north Africa
· Once again, a nomadic people asserted control over a long-settled society and quickly built a vast empire
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The Diffusion of Technologies
· Between 1000 and 1500 ce, the ever-increasing pace of human interaction led to a massive diffusion of technologies
· Include both tools and techniques humans used to adapt the natural environment to their needs
· Both the existence of technologies and their diffusion were hardly unique to the period
· But during this period, increased cultural interactions led not only to the more rapid diffusion of technologies, but also to the diffusion of particular techs that would impact history
· One of the reasons for the increased pace of interaction was the spread of dar al-Islam after the 8th century
· Especially because of the Muslim merchants who established trade routes within and beyond its bounds
· Another reason was the conquests of Turkic and Mongolian peoples from the eleventh to the thirteenth centuries
· In the 13th century, Mongol conquests alone provided stable trade routes that connected Eurasia from China to eastern Europe
· Each of the developments provided the pathways not only for the introduction of new trade items and spiritual beliefs, but also for the diffusion of techs from distant regions
· Technologies of warfare and technologies of transportation
Technologies of Warfare
· Mongols learned about gunpowder from the Chinese in the 13th century
· Gunpowder was not new to the Chinese
· When Mongols were introduced to the chemical, they quickly incorporated its destructive powers into their arsenal of weapons
· As early as 1214, Chinggis Khan’s armies included an artillery unit
· Faced with the power of gunpowder, Eurasian societies quickly incorporated the technology in order to defend themselves
· By the mid-13th century gunpowder had reached Europe
· By the early 14th centuries across Eurasia possessed cannons
· While not accurate, the diffusion of gunpowder permanently altered the nature of warfare
· Over the eight centuries since Mongol armies began to use it, gunpowder has impacted every part of the globe in profound ways
Technologies of Transportation
· The period from 1000-1500 ce also witnessed the widespread diffusion of tech that improved both animal and maritime transportation
· Allowed for both greater economic integration across long distances as well as greater economic growth
· Islamic merchants utilized camels to cross the Sahara by the late 8th century
· The diffusion of camels across the Sahara led to significant and long-term changes in a variety of sub-Saharan African societies
· Both the introduction of Islam as well as growing wealth resulting from being incorporated into much larger Eurasian markets
· In Europe, meanwhile, the diffusion of the horse collar, most likely from central Asia and north Africa, helped fuel European economic growth by allowing horses to pull much heavier levels without choking
· Result was that Europeans could use horses for plowing and for transporting heavy loads rather than slower oxen
· Increased the amount of land that could be plowed as well as the speed at which goods could be brought to markets
· Maritime tech diffused widely in this period
· The magnetic compass was invented by China, but by the mid-11th century it was being used throughout the Indian Ocean basin
· By the mid-12th century, Europeans were also using the compass in the Med and Atlantic
· Helped the Portuguese mariners find their way into the Indian Ocean in the 15th century
· In subsequent centuries, European mariners adopted many other maritime techs from distant cultures (astrolabe)
· Eventually used to cross the Atlantic
· Maritime techs were not only important in Eurasia
· During the 12th and 13th centuries, voyages using sophisticated maritime tech between the Hawaiian islands and Tahiti allowed for the improved fishhook techs to Hawaii
· While reading subsequent chapters, consider the effects that the diffusion of tech have had on societies around the world over the very long term
