Beowulf Questions
1. Why does Grendel attack the Danes?

2. What is Grendel’s lineage? What do the characters in the poem know about Grendel? How is this different from what we the audience know?

3. What project does Hrothgar order undertaken to ensure his fame? What is the name of that construction project?

4. How many warriors does Grendel eat on the first night he attacks Heorot?

5. How long does Grendel haunt Heorot until Beowulf comes to help the Danes?

6. What is the one thing in the mead-hall Grendel is unable to touch or ruin?

7. What king does Beowulf serve? Why does Beowulf leave this king to help out Hrothgar? What qualification or achievements does Beowulf have that make him suitable for fighting Grendel?

8. When Beowulf fights Grendel, what special weapon does he use to dispatch the monster? What does Beowulf do to Grendel that mortally wounds the monster?

9. What decoration or trophy does Beowulf stick over the entry-way to Heorot?

10. Who comes to avenge Grendel's death?

11. Grendel's mother kills whom in retaliation for her son's death and what does she take with her?

12. Where does Grendel's mother live?

13. What unusual supernatural features does the lake have? How do animals react to the lake?

14. How long does the text say it took Beowulf to reach the bottom of the lake? 

15. What happens when Beowulf uses the first borrowed sword to strike the Troll-Wife (Grendel's Mother)? Where does he find a second weapon? According to the text, who made this  

       weapon? 

16. When Beowulf retells his battle to Hrothgar, he lets us know what happened to the sword after it penetrated the female monster's skin. Although the hilt and handle and crossguard survive, what happens to the blade itself after fatally stabbing the monster?

17. According to the summary of excerpted material, how long does Beowulf rule as king over the Geats?

18. According to the summary of excerpted material, what arouses the dragon's wrath and lures it from its lair to attack men?

19. Give a brief blow-by-blow of Beowulf's fight with the dragon. Is the dragon a greater or lesser threat than Grendel?

20. Who is the one warrior that remains loyal to Beowulf when the other the Geats run away?

21. After Beowulf appoints Wiglaf king, what is Beowulf's last dying request? What does he ask be done with his body when it comes to burial?

22. What punishment does Wiglaf order for those men who fled from the scene of battle? Also, what Anglo-Saxon value did these men go against?

23. Look at the religious references in the poem: what are the names for God? What biblical events are mentioned, and who mentions them? What specifically pagan practices (sacrifice, burial, augury, etc.) are described? How do the characters see their relationship to God (or the gods)? Why would a Christian author write a poem about a pagan hero?

24. Try to construct a relative timeline (without specific dates) for the events narrated and alluded to in the poem. 

25. What is the status of gold and gift-giving in the poem? Who gives gifts, who receives them, and why? 
26. What do the poets within Beowulf sing about? To whom do they sing their songs? What is the purpose of their performances?

27. Why is the focus of the story on Beowulf as a hero rather than as a king? What is the difference?

28. List at least 2 kennings we discussed in class. 

