An Explanation of the Gifted and Talented Program Identification Profile

The information on the profile is used to determine if your child is likely to have educational needs that are best served by the Gifted and Talented Program.  The profile indicates these needs when a preponderance of the data collected meet the gifted standard. 

Gifted and talented individuals make up a very small percentage of our population (3%), so most students tested are not eligible for service. Many of the students tested are high achievers who make good grades and are very successful in school.  High achievers are often at the top of their graduating classes and do well in Advanced Placement (AP) and Pre-AP courses without having been in GT classes.

Please do not share or compare your child’s profile with that of your friends’ and neighbors’ children.  A child cannot “fail” the GT identification process. The purpose of the process is to determine if a student has extreme needs, thus necessitating services through the GT Program. 

Demographics
The top portion of the profile contains demographic information.  This information is not used in the decision-making process.
Ability Profile
A CogAT® score profile was generated for students who took the verbal, quantitative, and nonverbal tests. All three tests must be completed to receive an ability profile.  If there is an ability profile score (Example: 6B V+) on your child’s GT Identification profile, you may visit the CogAT® site (http://www.hmhco.com/cogat/cogatprofile)  and enter the profile code in the Interactive profile system. 
Scores & Columns
The Student Score column contains all scores collected for your child.  Both quantitative and qualitative information from multiple sources were considered in making decisions about placement in the gifted program. Test scores given on the profile are percentile scores which indicate where your child’s scores fall as compared to the gifted standard of 97% (i.e. two standard deviations above the average mean). Ability test scores of 95% or higher meet the GT standard in Fort Bend ISD when the standard error of measure is applied. A percentile score of 50 is considered average. (Note: If student’s percentile score is blank, the student did not answer enough questions to earn a score or the student is previously identified in that area)
Standard Error of Measure

The standard error measure (SEM) is a statistical characteristic of a test that serves as an indicator of the precision of the test and reflects the probability that an examinee’s “true score” falls within a given range of scores around the student’s actual score. Standard error of measure indicates that a reasonable chance exists that the student’s true score may be slightly higher or lower than what is reported.

Nonverbal Mental Ability Score

This test is designed to measure your child’s aptitude or general thinking ability.  It does not use words or numbers, but is a series of puzzles.  

Quantitative and Verbal Ability Test
This test, or combination of tests, is designed to measure a student’s specific content ability and aptitude.  Each section is used to determine a student’s eligibility for GT services in the corresponding subject areas.  

Teacher and Parent Inventory

The Scales for Identifying Gifted Students (SIGS) School Rating Scales and Home Rating Scales are norm-referenced rating scales designed to assist school districts in the identification of students as gifted.  The SIGS School Rating Scales assesses characteristics of giftedness that teachers have the opportunity to observe and that correspond to the subject they teach: language arts, mathematics, science, and social studies. The SIGS Home Rating Scales are completed by a parent or guardian.  Raw scores are combined in mathematics/science and language arts/social studies. These scores are used to determine a student’s eligibility for GT services in specific subject areas.
