AP European History ----- SUMMER ASSIGNMENT 2024
Due on the day of Friday, August 16.
YOU MUST KEEP A PHOTOCOPY OR PHOTO OF YOUR SUMMER ASIGNMENT to study for the summer assignment exam- as there is no guarantee that the summer assignment will be returned to you before the test.

Welcome to AP European History

Congratulations, you have chosen to take on the challenge of Advanced Placement European History for the upcoming school year. This fast-paced college-level course covers European History from the Renaissance (1400s) to the present.  We cover a lot of information in a brief amount of time and the course is demanding and rigorous.  Consider each of the following points below before deciding if this course is for you.  If you are truly dedicated and up for the challenge, you will find the class very rewarding.  

1. This course involves complex college level textbooks and numerous outside readings, so high reading comprehension skills are imperative.

2. Writing is an essential component to the class so if writing essays are a challenge for you, you will have difficulty passing this class. Many writing assignments will be timed-writing essays that you will have to complete with limited time in class: DBQs (Document-Based Question essays), LEQs (Long Essay Questions), and SAQs (Short Answer Questions).
3. We will cover 1 chapter every 1- 2 weeks and we will also have regular chapter quizzes & Unit Exams.  

4. Classroom participation in discussions, debates, and presentations, is expected and mandatory.

5. Expect a minimum of 30 minutes of homework per night, including weekends, involving reading, taking notes, watching videos, and writing. A great deal of independent reading and learning will take place outside of the classroom.

6. You need to be able to work well in groups and present in front of class as group projects and activities are components of the class.

7. You will be required to be disciplined and self-motivated, and time-management is essential.

8. If you are truly motivated and up for the challenge, I look forward to having you in class.

In order to keep pace with the APEH Exam date (*May 9, 2025), students must begin preparing for this class over the summer.  Because there is so much material to cover and the exam is so early, we will have a difficult time covering all the necessary content by the end of April if we don’t start before the beginning of school.  
An assessment of your summer assignments based on Chapter 11 and 12 of the Spielvogel textbook, the European Union questions, and the chapters from The Prince. These assessments and all of your summer assignments will affect your first quarter grade.  You will be graded for following directions, depth, accuracy, and quality. 

CHEATING/PLAGIARISM: Please do your own work.  Avoid copying sentences out of the textbook (or any book for that matter). To avoid any possibility of having the same answers as a friend (thus receiving a zero) do all of your work on your own.  Anything copied from another student, cut and pasted off the Internet, not in your own words, will be given a zero.  If your friend shares his/her work with you he/she will get a zero too.  So, do not give your work at any time during this course to someone to ‘look at’.  Also, students often say that they did their work together.  There never should be the same exact answers for outside class assignments (I can tell when you have “done” the work together even when changing the order of words).  There is a difference between asking someone a question about something you don’t understand and looking for and creating the answers together. See the FBISD and Elkins Student Handbook for more information and clarification on what constitutes cheating/plagiarism. 
Regarding Questions:  If you have any questions, you may contact Ms. Heather Payne at heather.payne@fortbendisd.com.  Please identify yourself in the email and be patient for a response as Ms. Payne will be traveling for part of the summer.  

Texts required for this summer course: See the website for more information and to download the readings. Go to the Elkins Page, Academics, and Teacher Websites. Access my page and you can download what you need there. 
Medieval Europe: From the Fall of Rome to the Renaissance – Compilation by George Roswell, Rancho Buena Vista High School, Vista, CA. May 2010) and later (Edited by Theresa Tempesta of Massaponax HS, Fredericksburg, VA, May 2014) 
Western Civilization AP ed. 10 by Jackson Spielvogel. You will be accessing the material from the pdf.  
The Prince by Machiavelli. A pdf version is available online.
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Your summer assignments must be handwritten for this class and must be completed in black or dark blue ink (not light blue).  Your work is expected to be well-written and to reflect time and effort.  It must also be legible.  If it cannot be read easily, it won’t be graded.  Do not do your work in pencil and do not type out the assignment. Make sure your name is on your work. There are 3 parts to this assignment – Pace yourself, so you don’t get overwhelmed. 
Part 1: Read Medieval Europe: From the Fall of Rome to the Renaissance and answer the questions.  

Answer each of the following questions in complete sentences on your own paper. Be sure to answer ALL PARTS of the question. They are not completely in order. 
1. About how long did the Roman Empire last? When was it at its height? Why did it fall? 

2. What is the Eastern Roman Empire? 

3. Why did trade and travel decline after the fall of Rome? How did that impact governance of Europe? 

4. Who was the first "Holy Roman Emperor" and how did he get the title? 

5. What is the difference between the Roman Empire and the Holy Roman Empire? Explain. 

6. What were the connections between "The Holy Roman Empire" and "The Church"? 

7. How did Charlemagne’s division of the Holy Roman Empire between his three sons impact his legacy? 

8. Define feudalism and describe the characteristics of its organization. 

9. Why were strong kings rare and central government generally missing under the feudal system? 

10. What were the benefits supposedly derived from the feudal system? Who benefited the most? 

11. What was the importance of "the Church" and the Christian religion in the lives Europeans in the Middle Ages? 

12. How did the ritual and sacraments of the Church establish a constant, ongoing relationship with its individual members? 

13. How did the Church use the powers of excommunication and interdiction in maintaining its power? 

14. How were the education, learning and knowledge of Europe preserved during the lowest point of the Middle Ages, the so-called “Dark Ages”? 

15. Why was feudal society self-perpetuating for nearly a thousand years between the 5th century and 15th century? 

16. What was the dominant philosophy of the Middle Ages called? Who was its most outstanding spokesman? What were its basic beliefs, and how did that philosophy view life and learning? 

17. Who belonged to each of the three estates of medieval European society and what was the primary duty of a member of each estate? How was this different from the social classes in modern society? 

18. Describe the guilds. Who made up their membership and what was their influence on the business practices of the late Middle Ages. 

19. How did the guilds improve the lot of freemen? How did they help business and trade? How did they restrict its growth? 

20. Who were the bourgeoisie, burgesses, or burghers? Why did they not fit in the traditional class structure of the Middle Ages? 

21. Why was the social structure of Europe challenged by the growing number of free townspeople and the changing economy? 

22. How did the Crusades help to begin the change from Medieval society into the Modern Age? 

23. Why are the Crusades sometimes called "successful failures"? 

24. Why and in what ways did kings and central governments grow stronger at the end of the Middle Ages? 

25. What obstacles stood in the way of the creation of strong central governments? 

26. Why was the re-establishment of trade so important to the transformation of Europe? 

27. Why was there such a mystique among Europeans about the old Roman Empire? 

Part 2: Read The Prince. Answer the following questions in complete sentences that restate the questions as part of your answers. We will have a test covering the research items and the assigned chapters out of Machiavelli’s The Prince.  Make sure you have made a copy of your answers, as you might not have it back before the test.
Dedication:

A. For whom is the book written?

B. What is Machiavelli’s purpose in writing The Prince?

Chapter 1

1. All governments of men and States have been rules two ways. What are those two ways?

Chapter 2

2. Define and explain the difference between a Hereditary state and a New state.

3. Which are easier to govern: Hereditary states or New states. Explain Machiavelli’s and your reasoning.

Chapter 3

4. Why is a mixed Princedom so hard to maintain?

5. What are two strategies a Prince must do to maintain a newly acquired mixed state?

6. “Men are either to be kindly treated or utterly crushed, since they can avenge lighter injuries, but not

graver.” What does this quote mean?

7. “The Prince … ought to make himself the head and protector of his feebler neighbors and endeavor to

weaken the stronger….” What does this mean?

8. Name the five blunders that Louis XII made in his campaign in the Italian states?

9. “…never suffer your designs be crossed to avoid war, since war is not to be avoided, but is only deferred to

your disadvantage.” What does this mean?

Chapter 4

10. Which is harder to obtain? Sole-Princeship (Dictatorship) or a Princedom with Barons (Absolute

Monarchy)? Why?

11. Which is harder to retain? Sole-Princeships(Dictatorship) or a Princedom with Barons (Absolute

Monarchy)? Why?

Chapter 5

12. What are the three methods whereby a Princedom previously free should be governed/dealt with?

Chapter 6

13. Do merit of a prince and fortune go hand in hand? Explain.

14. Why do leaders of Change have such a difficult time?

15. Which is better? To attempt and carry out change by Force or by Treaty? Why?

Chapter 7

16. Why is a Princedom acquired by Fortune (define) easy to acquire, but hard to maintain?

17. What are the four things that a new prince should do to maintain hold of his state?

Chapter 8

18. What are the two ways a man can become prince aside from fortune or merit?

19. Explain the meaning of the following quote: “Injuries should be inflicted all at once, that their ill savor
being less lasting may the less offend: Whereas benefits should be conferred little by little that so they may be more relished.”

20. How can a prince who arises to power by wickedness survive and thrive?

Chapter 9

21. What would make a noble elect one of their own as Prince?

22. Why would regular citizens elect one of their own to become Prince?

23. Which is easier to govern and why: A princedom granted by nobles or one of citizens?

Chapter 10

24. What is the most important question a prince must answer as it pertains to his “Strength”?

25. If a Prince is not strong enough to conquer other territories, what should he do?

Chapter 11

26. What is the major benefit of an Ecclesiastical kingdom?

27. What were the two rules ALL the Italian states agreed upon prior to the invasion of Charles? Why?
Part 3: See below and follow the instructions.
1.
Research items about The Middle Ages & The European Union
You will need to read Chapter 11 from the pdf of Western Civilization “The Later Middle Ages: Crisis and Disintegration in the 14th Century” and research answers to some of the other questions.  You might need the internet for some information regarding some of the people and the European Union.  

Answer all the following questions using complete sentences using your own words on a separate sheet of paper (not on this page).  Be sure to clearly identify each section and number your answers. 
Fur Collar Crime:

1.) What was it?

The Hundred Years’ War:

1.) When was it?  (How many years was it actually??)

2.) Who fought whom?

3.) What were the various causes?

4.) What technological improvements occurred in the field of weaponry?

5.) Who was Joan of Arc and what is her significance?

6.) Who won and what were the effects of the Hundred Years War?

The Black Death:

1.) When was it?

2.) What was Yersinia pestis?

3.) How was it spread?

4.) How did it get to Europe?

5.) What was the role of the Mongols in spreading the Plague?

6.) What was the Plague’s path through Europe?

7.) Most historians estimate that 1/3 of Europe’s population died.  What were the economic, social, psychological, and religious consequences of such a dramatic population drop?

8.) Identify another theory that the plague was not caused by rats but something else.

The Decline of the Catholic Church:

1.) How was the medieval Catholic Church corrupt?

2.) Papal Schism: aka Western Schism, aka Great Schism, aka Avignon Schism, aka Babylonian Captivity

a. Babylonian Captivity

i. When was it (not the one in ancient times)?

ii. How did the papacy come to be located in Avignon?

b. Schism:  How did there come to be 3 popes?

c. How was the crisis resolved?

d. Conciliar Movement/Conciliarism

i. What was it?

ii. Was it successful?

3.) John Wycliffe

a. Who was he?

b. Why is he historically significant?

c. How is he an early figure of Church reform?

d. Who were the Lollards?

4.) Jan Huss 

a. Who was he?

b. Why is he historically significant?

c. What ultimately happened to him?

Humanism:

1.) What is it?
2.) What are some good examples from the late Middle Ages/Early Renaissance?

The European Union (the internet):

1.  European Coal and Steel Community, 1951

a. Who proposed this?

b. What countries were involved?

c. Why coal and steel?

d. Who were Jean Monnet and Robert Schuman and what is their relation to the ECSC?

2.  Identify the components of the following Treaties:

a. Treaties of Rome, 1957

b. Single Europe Act, 1986

c. Maastricht Treaty, 1991

d. Treaty of Lisbon, 2007

3. What countries are currently in “the Euro zone?”

4. Why was/is the European Union controversial?  Why were (are) some countries afraid of joining?

5. What was Brexit in 2016?

6. As of the beginning of the summer of 2024 what is the current situation with Brexit?

2. Miscellaneous: These will help you with the course but will not be collected.

You will want to be familiar with the following terms from Chapter 11 in Spielvogel.  Some of these terms might be in 12 or you might need to check the internet.  Please be adaptable problem solvers.  If you cannot find a term in your textbook you will need to do some research for the definition.  You should be able to identify the Who, What, Where, When, and historical significance of any term assigned in this class.  These terms will not be collected.  This is your responsibility.  Bold words are especially important!
“Little Ice Age”


Great Schism

Pope Boniface VIII’s Unam Sanctum
Vernacular literature Black Death


Bubonic Plague

taille and gabelle 


Yersinia pestis 

Flagellant


Dante


Divine Comedy



Hundred Years’ War 

Giovanni Boccaccio 

The Decameron

Joan of Arc



Estates-General


The Antichrist


Purgatory

Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales

Lollards


Pluralism 


Parliament

Babylonian Captivity (1305-1377)
Jacquerie 1358


Edward III


Peasants Revolt 1381
Petrarch



Christine de Pisan

Pogroms


Condottieri 

Golden Bull



Crusades 

Know the Map of Europe – Go to www.seterra.com to practice your map skills. You should know the modern countries, regions, capitals, and major cities, as well as the bodies of water, mountain ranges, and plains, and other physical features. Make copies of the map of Europe to practice. 
