AP French Language & Culture
Instructor: Monsieur Trejo Rios 
Academic year: 2022-2023
Course Objectives
The AP French Language and Culture course is designed to provide the advanced learner of French with the opportunity to strengthen oral proficiency; reinforce written expression; and to highlight cultural competency (CR3). In order to do so, the course seeks to emphasize authentic language learning (CR2) by exposing the student to a wide variety of communicative activities such as:

• Reading – Students read modern day news articles, charts, opinion polls, classic French and Francophone literature, and so on... (CR2b & CR2c)
• Listening – Students listen to authentic French songs, radio segments, podcasts, audio guides, and so on... (CR2a)
• Writing – Students express their opinion to various contemporary topics, and answer various types of letter in a well-organized form. (CR3b)
• Speaking - Students will practice speaking skills by describing, questioning, 

debating and persuading. (CR3a)
Course Requirements
 The AP French Language and Culture course provides students with a learning experience equivalent to that of a third-year college course in French. Instructional materials, activities, assignments, and assessments are appropriate to this level. 

The course provides students with opportunities to develop Instructional materials include a variety of authentic materials. (CR2)
The interpersonal, interpretive, and presentational modes of communication are equally stressed. 

The course is conducted exclusively in French (CR1) and students are encouraged to practice the target language on a daily basis with their teacher and peers. (CR3a)
Organization 

The course content is structured around six specific themes (CR6) and promotes exploration of the language in context and develop students’ understanding of the target culture (CR7). Every 3-4 weeks, a new theme is introduced. Within each theme, students will work on all aspects of communication: listening, speaking, reading, and writing. In addition, activities will equally include the three modes of communication: interpretive, interpersonal, and presentational. (CR3 & CR4)
Course Outline
Note 1: “Activities” may include blogging, journaling, interactive exercises, oral and written presentations, Voice Thread, and the use of social networking.
Note 2: Each class will include an authentic audio warm-up as well as a spontaneous speaking activities.

Note 3: Below is only a sample of resources and activities used in class.
Theme 1: Families and Communities (CR6e)

· Introduce and review vocabulary associated with Childhood and Adolescence, Customs and Ceremonies, Family Structures, Friendship and Love.

· Listen to a podcast on family relationships in Morocco. Answer activities on the excerpts and participate in discussions. (CR2a)
· Song (discussion and activities): «Roméo Kife Juliette» by Grand Corps Malade. (CR2a)
· Read excerpts from « Une Si Longue Lettre » by Mariama Bâ. Answer comprehension questions and write a letter in response to the main character’s letter.(CR2c)
·  Listen to the Podcast on the status of marriage in the francophone world at http://www.franceculture.com. Discuss, pick one francophone country presented in the podcast and compare it with the customs of your country/culture with an oral presentation. (CR2a & CR8)
·  Read, react (by blogging) and discuss to the article about the PACS at http://www.lefigaro.fr. (CR2b)
· Read, discuss and react in debating and blogging to two articles from www.leQuotidien.fr   («Paroles grands parents» et «Le phénomène des enfants boomerang»). (CR2b)
· Reflect on the evolution of family systems thanks to press articles, radio podcast, and video clips. (CR2b, CR3b & CR4b)
· Grammar review : past tenses, prepositions, conjunctions.

· Write an essay comparing and contrasting today’s family structure with those of the 19th century using and mentioning three provided sources. Possible topics: Comment des sociétés différents conçoivent-elles la famille? Comment les personnes contribuent-elles au bien-être de la communauté ? En quoi le rôle de la famille et de la communauté diffère-t-il d’une société à une autre dans le monde ?(CR5b)
Theme 2: Personal and Public Identities (CR6d)
· Introduce and review vocabulary associated with beliefs and values, language and Identity, Multiculturalism, Nationalism/Patriotism, digital identity. 

·  View excerpts concerning gender identity from «Je ne suis pas un homme facile» Answer activities on the excerpts and participate in discussions. (CR7)
·  Song (discussion and activities) about personal and public identites: «Le Clown» by Soprano. (CR2a)
· Read and discuss excerpts form «Kiffe Kiffe Demain» by Faiza Guene. (CR2c)
· Write a blog entry on the «Action Innocence» website, about digital identity and e-reputation. (CR3b & CR8)
· Read, listen, and discuss press articles and podcast about how friendship shapes our identity. (CR2b & CR4b)
· Read, listen, write, and discuss press articles and podcast on how to protect our identity online. (CR2b, CR3b & CR4b)
· Grammar review: Subjunctive, relative pronouns.

·  Write an essay on multiculturalism using and mentioning three provided sources. Possible topics: Comment les traits de l’identité s’expriment-ils en fonction des circonstances ? En quoi la langue et la culture influencent-elles l’identité ? Comment notre identité évolue-t-elle avec le temps ?(CR5b)
Theme 3: Beauty and Aesthetics  (CR6f)
· Introduce and review vocabulary associated with Architecture, Ideals of Beauty, Literature, Music, Performing Arts, and Visual Arts.

·  Read excerpts from « Calligrammes » by Apollinaire and create a calligamme. (CR2c)
· Read press articles and listen to podcasts about African art. (CR2b, CR3b & CR4b)
·  Learn about the different artistic periods and styles of paintings.

· Visit the Louvre Museum online. (CR9) Complete a quest based on the audio tour.

· Study/enjoy music of several French-speaking singers (examples: Calogero, Grand Corps Malade, Stromae, Soprano, Youssou Ndour etc.) . Complete activities.  (CR2a)
· Analyze, discuss and participate in interactive activities about French colonization. Read, discuss and completes activities for an article associated with «La Restitution des Oeuvres d’Art en Afrique». (CR2b & CR4b)
· Present a piece of art (painting, song, poem, sculpture, etc.) from a francophone artist to analyze (CR4a). 

· Review descriptive adjectives and adjective agreement, possessives and demonstratives.

· Write about the role of arts in society using and mentioning three provided sources. Possible topics: Sur quoi repose notre perception de la beauté et de la créativité? Comment l’idéal de beauté influence-t-il la vie de tous les jours ? En quoi les arts mettent-ils en question nos perspectives sur la culture tout en les reflétant ?(CR5b)
Theme 4: Science and Technology (CR6b)
· Introduce and review vocabulary associated with Ethical questions, Future Technologies, Social Medias, Social Impact of Technology.

· Present and discuss famous francophone discoveries and inventions, along with famous scientist (Pasteur, Curie, Poincaré, …)

· Research inventions from Concours Lépine and present research to the class. (CR3a)
· Read the fable «La Lance de l’Hyene» by Birago Diop. Answer comprehension questions and write a modern fable. (CR2c & CR4b)
· Take test: «Sommes-nous tous accros à notre smartphone? » Discuss results.

· Read and discuss  «À quoi ressemblera la médecine de demain ? » from the online newspaper : https://www.sudouest.fr/lemag/sante-a-quoi-ressemblera-la-medecine-de-demain-3181209.php. Answer comprehension questions on the text. (CR2b & CR4b)
· Read and discuss «Adolescents, technologie et sommeil» from the online Canadian newspaper https://www.sciencepresse.qc.ca. Answer comprehension questions on the text. (CR2b & CR4b)
· Debate the following motion «Les scientifiques peuvent-ils se désintéresser des conséquences de leurs travaux et de leurs découvertes sur la société ?” (CR3a)

·  Listen to the Podcast «Le cyber-harcèlement» on the Café des Sciences website. http://www.rechercheencours.fr (CR2a)
·  React to podcasts and press articles by blogging and completing activities about the difference between social medias in francophone countries and in the United States.

· Song (discussion and activities): «Mon précieux» by Soprano.

· Grammar review: Si clauses and associated tenses.

· Write an essay about the role of the role of Science and Technology in society using and mentioning three provided sources. Examples of topics: «En quoi les développements de la technologie et de la communication nous touchent-ils dans la vie de tous les jours? », «Pourquoi l'homme (l'humanité) continue-t-il d'inventer de nouvelles technologies, de construire de nouvelles machines ?», «Comment sont définis les limites et le cadre du développement des sciences et des technologies dans la société par la moralité, l'éthique, la religion....» (CR5b)
· Complete any listening and Internet activities from Sept Jours sur la Planéte and TV5 that corresponds to Science and Technology.
Theme 5: Global Challenges (CR6a) 
· Introduce and review vocabulary associated with Economic issues, Environmental issues, Health issues, Human rights, Racism & Discrimination.

· Read and discuss «Qu’est-ce que l’empreinte écologique ?» from www.wwf.fr Students will complete activities and calculate their own carbon footprint via the Canadian carbon footprint calculator https://www.environnement.gouv.qc.ca(CR7 & CR8)
· Read and discuss «L’homme qui plantait des arbres» by Giono (CR2c & CR4b)
· Read the article «Afrique: 320 millions de personnes sans accès à l’eau potable» on www.vivafrik.com Answer comprehension questions and react to the article. (CR2b)
· Song (discussion and activities): «Aux Arbres Citoyens!» by Yannick Noah. (CR2a)
· Read and discuss «Le Racisme Expliqué à ma fille» by Tajar Ben Jelloun. (CR2c)
· Learn, react, and reflect about the Black Live Matter movement in the francophone world. (CR2 & CR3).
· Discuss and analyze anti-racism slogans and add campaigns.

· Song (discussion and activities): «Je suis chez moi» by Black M. (CR2a)
· Analyze, discuss and participate in interactive activities about gender inequality. (CR2 & CR3). Read about «La Taxe Rose» on www.radio-canada.ca and listen to a podcast on «L’image de la femme dans les jeux vidéo» on www.leparisien.fr .
· Grammar review: Subjunctive vs. indicative moods.

· Write an essay about Global Challenges using and mentioning three provided sources. Examples of topics: «Quelles questions concernant l’environnement, la politique et la société se posent comme des défis aux peoples du monde aujourd’hui? Qu’est-ce qu’il y a à l’origine de ces questions et quelles sont les solutions possibles à ces défis ? » (CR5b)
Theme 6: Contemporary Life (CR6c) 

· Introduce and review vocabulary associated with Education, Leisure and sports, Travel, Advertising and Marketing.

· Discuss, react, and contrast the educational systems in the Francophone world and in the United States. 

· Watch and discuss film clips from «Entre les Murs» This resource will lead to a series of activities like multiple-choice questions and acting outs. (CR2a)
· Visit www.letudiant.fr and find an article related to the Bac. Present the article to the class.

· Debate on «La Laïcité » (CR3a & CR5a)
· Write an email to an E-pal, comparing and contrasting Francophone and American classrooms. (CR8 & CR9)
· Read excerpts from «L’Enfant Noir» (Camara Laye). Discuss educational opportunities for Africans. (CR2c)
· Read an article on «Le Tourisme durable» from  https://passionterre.com/ and react to the article by blogging. (CR2b)
· Listen to the Podcast «Le couchsurfing, une nouvelle manière de voyager » on www.aventureusementvotre.com and complete activities.(CR2a)
· Analyze, discuss and participate in interactive activities about manipulation in marketing. (CR2 & CR3). Read about «Les nouvelles formes publicitaires : le marketing d’influence» on www.wearesocial.com and listen to a podcast on «Pub et influenceurs» on www.fabernovel.com .
· Discuss, analyze, and compare francophone and American add campaigns.

· Song (discussion and activities): «Les Choses» by Jean-Jacques Goldman. (CR2a)
· Write an essay using and mentioning three provided sources. Examples of topics: « Comment la société marque-t-elle les étapes de la vie par des rites de passages ? », «Quelle influence la culture exerce-t-elle sur les médias et le marketing ? », « Quelles questions et quels défis posent en général l’éducation ? », A quoi servent les voyages ? ». (CR5b)
· Overall review of grammar and structures (CR8), reading and listening comprehension exercises, and speaking and writing exercises in preparation of the AP exam.

Teaching Strategies

The curriculum wants students to practice regularly the four communicative skills, namely, listening, speaking, writing, and reading. It is a given that these skills are linked as almost all of our activities contain more than one component and the course is done by immersion.  Reading activities always lead to class discussions as well as written evaluations of comprehension. Viewing of TV5 news reports, video clips, etc. requires students to do written and/or oral comprehension or synthesis activities. Music also plays a huge role as it is of high interest to the students. In addition to listening to songs, students discuss vocabulary and ideas expressed therein, sing along with the song and use said vocabulary to discuss opinions and ideas, complete exercises, etc.

The curriculum also underlines the fact that language has to be seen as a means of communication; therefore, it stresses the importance of authenticity in all areas. Students are encourages to pursue opportunities outside of the classroom to extend and enrich their skills in French, for example talking to native speakers. 

Listening

All communication in the AP French Language class is conducted in French (CR1).  The students’ class participation grades reflect the requirement that they only use French in the classroom.  Listening is practiced every day in class when the teacher and other students are speaking.  I offer them a potpourri of exercises to strengthen their “ear”, including but not limited to: radio/tv interviews, dialogues, songs, films or film clips and video clips. Many are accompanied by written exercises to check for understanding (CR4a). As a result, they are exposed to a variety of speakers at different speeds in different styles and on many diverse topics through the use of the resources mentioned above. 
Speaking

Students are expected to and are usually willing to speak to each other and me in French during the class period and often outside it, as it builds both listening and speaking skills. Paired and small group practice is often used to maximize speaking opportunities. They are encouraged to communicate facts, ideas, feelings, opinions, current interests, predictions and hypotheses, as well as infer and draw conclusions (CR5a) & (CR5b). Some of the techniques I use to perfect their speaking skills include: exposés, résumés, storytelling, analyses, skits, dialogues, songs, poetry or drama readings, interpretation of pictures, pronunciation exercises, debates, spontaneous speaking activities, etc.

Reading

In addition to textbook based and literature selections, readings are gleaned from as wide a variety of authentic sources as possible: French magazine and newspaper articles, literature pieces, advertisements, plays, essays, poetry, short stories, Internet resources, etc. The goal is to be able to read with overall comprehension on various topics of general interest. The focus is often on developing reading strategies such as using contextual clues, drawing inferences, recognizing different registers of language, humor, and word families. Activities included are: paraphrasing, outlining, group discussion, summaries, selective translations, critiques, and imitation (CR4b).
Writing

Students are asked regularly to summarize what they have read or heard. They are also required to write clearly and logically. They are taught to use a variety of grammatical structures along with a wide range of vocabulary. There is a heavy emphasis on using transitional words, idiomatic expressions and correct verb conjugations. The importance of a strong introduction with clearly written topic sentence/thesis, three fully developed supporting ideas (paragraphs), and a well-thought out conclusion that briefly summarizes those ideas, is stressed over and over (CR5b). In addition, in an effort to mimic the format of the AP French and Culture examination, students complete several timed, in-class essays of my choice using and mentioning three provided sources.

Student Evaluation

To practice the AP French Language and Culture Examination, students will be tested periodically in conditions similar to those of the AP Exam.

 

- 40 minutes of reading comprehension, 

- 40 minutes of listening comprehension, 

- 15 minutes of Email reply, 

- 55 minutes of compositional writing,

- 15 minutes of conversation

For the speaking portion of the AP exam, students will train with Audacity.  I will read the questions aloud, giving them time to record each answer.  This will get them used to talking and will get them a sense of how long they should talk to give a well-developed answer the day of the exam.  

Other assignments include but are not limited to:

· Oral presentations based on news programs, cultural items, personal interests, skits, projects, etc.

· Grammar and vocabulary quizzes

· Oral recordings 

·  Homework

·  Active daily class participation

· Projects

Materials

1) Students Materials:

· Geneviève Delfosse, Eliane Kurbegov, Parthena Draggett. Thèmes: AP French Language and Culture  Vista Higher Learning, 2016. 

· For homework only: Richard Ladd. AP French, Preparing for the Language and Culture Examination, Pearson, 2012.

2) Reference Materials :

Websites: (below is only a sample of websites used in class, in order to demonstrate the inclusion of authentic material) (CR2a)
	www.apcentral.collegeboard.com

www.espacefrancophone.org
www.momes.net
www.3ponts.edu
www.bonjourdefrance.com
www.toutelapoesie.com

www.journalfrancais.com
www.rfi.fr

www.tv5.org
www.radio-canada.ca
	www.caminteresse.fr
www.tf1.fr
www.france2.fr
www.m6.fr/6minutes

www.radiofrance.fr
www.conjuguer.com
www.lettres.net
www.voila.fr



Film excerpts: (below is only a sample of films used in class, in order to demonstrate the inclusion of authentic material) (CR2a)
· Neuilly Ma Mère,

· Nous Trois ou Rien

· Je ne suis pas un homme facile

· Banlieusards

· La Marche

· Entre les Murs

· Intouchables

· Joyeux Noël

Audio: (below is only a sample of audio used in class, in order to demonstrate the inclusion of authentic audio) (CR2a)
· Soprano
· Black M

· Grand Corps Malade

· Zaz
· Angèle

Literature excerpts: (below is only a sample of literature excerpts used in class, in order to demonstrate the inclusion of authentic materials) (CR2c)
· Kiffe Kiffe Demain  by Faiza Guene.

· Le Racisme Expliqué à ma fille by Tajar Ben Jelloun.

· Une Si Longue Lettre by Mariama Bâ

· Calligrammes  by Apollinaire

· L’Enfant Noir (Camara Laye).

· La Lance de l’Hyene by Birago Diop

· L’homme qui plantait des arbres by Giono
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