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Mr. Dan Johnson
S.F. Austin High School

Email: daniel.johnson
@fortbendisd.com
Welcome to English III! I am excited to have you in my class this year. This course will provide ample opportunities to read and discuss literature, write, research, and develop study strategies. I am here to teach you, and you are here to learn.  I expect you to study, to ask questions when you do not understand, and to participate in classroom discussions.  Standards are high, and expectations are clearly communicated, but it is your responsibility to know and understand those expectations. 
Supplementary Novels (students should purchase their own copies of these novels)

· Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck 

ISBN#978-0-14-017739-8

· The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald

ISBN#978-0-74-327356-5 
· TBA (novel for the 4th 9 weeks)
Course Overview

· 1st Nine Weeks
Literary Focus: How Writer’s Build Meaning: Reading for Rhetoric
Literature: The Crucible by Arthur Miller

Writing: Argument Essay
· 2nd Nine Weeks
Literary Focus: The American Drama
          
Literature: Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck
Writing: Literary Analysis Essay--Research Paper (short story analysis)

· 3rd Nine Weeks

Literary Focus: The American Short Story
Literature: Assorted short stories; A Raisin in the Sun by Lorraine Hansberry
Writing: Research Essay
· 4th Nine Weeks 

Literary Focus: The American Novel
Literature: TBA (novel); The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald 
Writing: Real World Writers: College Essay & Business Correspondence
· SUPPLIES:  Please have supplies by Friday, Monday at the latest.
· Loose-leaf paper (NO spiral notebook paper will be accepted) 


· #2 Pencils with erasers (for scan-tron tests)




· Black or blue ink pens (NO metallic or pastel ink)

· 1 folder or binder



· Highlighters (at least 3 different colors)

· 1 subject spiral notebook (for journals and other writing) or a composition notebook


[image: image6.wmf]


Policies and Procedures:
· ABSENCES:  

Check your school handbook.  You have as many days to make-up work as you are absent.  It is YOUR responsibility to check the “Make-up Folder” and see me at the BEGINNING of class the first day you return to see what material, test, quiz and/or homework you missed.  If you do not see me, I will assume you are choosing not to make up the work missed, and you will receive a grade of ZERO.  Work assigned before your absence and due during your absence or the day of your return is due when you return.
· GRADES:  Your nine-week grade will be averaged from tests, quizzes, written assignments, homework, and papers.  Grades may be taken for class participation.  All tests will be announced in advance to allow you time to prepare. Some quizzes will be announced, but some will be unannounced; all quizzes will be timed.  It is required that you have three major grades and eleven daily grades each nine weeks.  Most nine weeks that will be the total number of grades given; therefore, each grade is important, and your best work should be done on each. My grading scale is as follows:  
A= 100-90
       B= 89-80
      C=79-70
      F=69 and below
District Grading Policy: All daily grade assignments, quizzes, and tests are to be graded and uploaded to Skyward 5 business days after being taken up in class. All timed writes are to be graded and uploaded to Skyward 10 business days after being taken up in class. All major grade process essays and projects are to be graded and uploaded to Skyward 15 business days after being taken up in class. 

CHEATING/PLAGIARIZING— Cheating will result in a zero for that test/quiz/assignment. Austin High School values class and character, and Bulldogs do not lie, cheat, or steal.  Please keep in mind that academic integrity is crucial.  Make choices with honesty and integrity and allow yourself time to do your work so you do not have to compromise your integrity.  High school is as much about implementing time management with discipline as it is learning about academics.  Both are valuable assets to your future success. All work should be done independently unless you are told directly, by Mrs. Tomlin, that you may work together.
1. Cheating includes letting others copy your answers on homework, classwork, or any other type of assignment.  Notice that there is a difference between supporting another student while doing homework and flat out copying their work.  Tutoring others is beneficial, but enabling a student to not learn by allowing them to copy your work is unacceptable. 
2. Cheating is sharing test questions/ answers with other classes. Doing this compromises the integrity of the test. 
3. Cheating/plagiarizing includes not reading a book and solely depending on Sparknotes or other Internet sources as your means of thinking/analysis. 
4. Cheating is taking pictures of other student’s work, the teacher’s power points, tests, quizzes, and then distributing to others and copying it as your own.  This is unacceptable and will not be tolerated. 
5. Cheating is using your phone for answers when it is not permitted. 
6. Also, remember that plagiarizing is copying more than three words of a scholar’s work and calling it your own.  To avoid this, simply cite the source when writing a paper.  But in timed writes, and short answers, your answers should be based on your own reading and analysis.  Being able to think on your own and having a creative voice in your writing is invaluable. 
· HOMEWORK:  

Assignments are posted in the classroom and online.   Access to the assignments will be  through Edmodo. The homework assignments listed there do not necessarily represent all   
assigned homework, but rather all POSTED homework.  When absent please check the postings online; this will help you know what work you missed and the opportunity to work on the assignments and not fall behind in your work.  You may also e-mail for missed work.   
· LATE WORK: In order to create an expectation of accountability consistent with FBISD’s “Profile of a Graduate,” I expect students to turn their work in a timely manner. The late work policy at Austin High school is currently under review to reflect these expectations. In the English Department, the revising and editing process is an essential skill and all drafts and papers, will be subject to alternate deadlines and consequences as failure to have your draft can disrupt the learning process. All work is due at the beginning of the class period with a proper MLA heading.  Anything received after this time is considered late. The following point penalties are subject to change:
· Assignments, daily and major, will be accepted late with a penalty of 15 points for the first day then 10 points of for each subsequent day late up to a 50 and then teacher discretion. 
· Alternate Assignments: One time per nine weeks/grading period, I will offer an alternate assignment to replace a failing daily grade from that 9 week grading period.  The maximum grade is a 75.  You must sign up and attend the scheduled tutorial to complete the assignment.
· Retesting:  Students who earn a grade below a 75 on a major grade test (does not apply to quizzes or essays) will have the opportunity for a reassessment.  Reassessment Methods: The decision as how to reassess objectives that are retaught is the option of the classroom teacher. However, there must be evidence that reassessment has occurred. Reassessment methods include, but are not limited to:
1. Additional assignments
2. Cumulative tests (unit, six weeks, semester, etc.)
3. Demonstration/performance
4. Discussion/review
5. Observation
6. Oral questioning







 
7. Problem-solving teacher made check list
8. Reteaching in another unit-correcting the original assignment
· Retesting cont’d:   If a cumulative test is chosen as the reassessment method, the following process will be used.  Students will have one week from the day the grade of the test was posted. Student can earn up to a 75 on the retake by using the following procedure:
· Attend a tutorials session to go over material covered on the test.  Student must come to this session with questions to be addressed.

· Attend a 2nd tutorials session to retake the test.  The retake does not have to be in the same format of the first test.  For example: if a multiple choice test was originally given, for the retake a student may write an essay covering the same skills.

· Student must attend the first tutorials session in order to be eligible for the retake.  Student may not show up only to retake the test.  
· PAPERS:   To be accepted, all major papers MUST be typed, double-spaced and in 12 point Times New Roman font (adhere to MLA format and style), and uploaded to turnitin.com by the deadline(s) given.  Department policy states:
· All papers (hard copy) must be turned in on the due date stated by the teacher, by the beginning of the student’s class period.  
· If for some reason a student does not turn in their essay during their period, they will have until 3 pm to turn in their paper with no penalty.  If the paper is turned in after 3 pm, the paper is considered late and 10 points will be deducted for each day it is late.
· DO NOT come to class and ask to print your paper on the day it is due. This must be done in advance.

· If you are absent from my class on the day a major essay is due, but you are at school that day, I will expect you to turn in your paper to me that day.  If you do not, it will be considered late, and a point deduction will occur (see above policy).
· FAILING AN ESSAY: Any student that fails their major grade essay has the opportunity to revise their paper for the possibility of earning a grade up to a 70.

· The student must come in for a conference and fix both content issues and mechanics issues.  The revised essay must be submitted within 7 days of receiving original graded essay.
· Turnitin.com:

· Students must turn in a digital receipt with the final copy of their paper the day it is due.  (This receipt will be e-mailed once paper is submitted on turnitin.com and will be available on the website after submission.)
· If for some reason a student fails to upload and produce a receipt (proof of upload) on the due date of the paper, the student will have 48 hours to submit to turnitin.com and turn in a receipt (proof of upload) with no penalty.  If the paper is not uploaded and a receipt turned in during this 48-hour window, 5 points will be deducted from the major grade. If the paper is never uploaded to turnitin.com, it remains a zero until the paper is uploaded or emailed to the teacher to be uploaded with a deduction of 5 points.
· If all requirements are not met, (a hard copy, the uploading of the paper and submission of the digital receipt) a grade of zero will be given. 
· HALL PASSES: 
· You will receive one hall pass for each nine weeks. No replacement coupons will be given.  If you do not use your pass in the nine weeks, it will be redeemable for extra credit at the end of the nine weeks. In case of an emergency, please communicate with me.
· Electronic Device Policy:
· You will refrain from using any electronic devices in class without direct permission from Mrs. Tomlin.  Cell phones must be on SILENT. If any device is seen or heard without previous permission from the teacher, the device will be confiscated.  

· Tablets: If a student wishes to purchase a digital copy of a novel to read on a tablet, they must sit at the front of the room when the class is reading.
THINGS TO REMEMBER DAILY

· The teacher dismisses you---NOT the bell.  You may begin packing your backpack AFTER the day’s lesson is complete.  You will stay in your desk until I dismiss you.

· You may only eat and drink in the cafeteria.  (NOT in my classroom!) You may have bottled water.

· You will refrain from interrupting your classmates and the teacher.

· You will leave the area around your desk free from litter.

· You will treat others as you would like to be treated. (The Golden Rule!)

· You will show respect for yourself, others and school property. 

· You are responsible for all rules covered in your Student Handbook—Be sure to read it!!

IMPORTANT LINKS YOU SHOULD KNOW:
· Grades, attendance records etc. can be accessed through Skyward.  The link for family access is: www.fortbendisd.com/familyaccess/.  (In order to use this site, a parent/guardian will need to come up to the school and fill out some paperwork.)
· The textbook can be accessed online: http://my.hrw.com.  

· Many e-mail websites are blocked when students use the internet at school.  
· My website is on Schoology.  Download the application and turn on notifications for updates.

English III

Mr. Johnson 
After reading the attached syllabus, complete and return this section to me by Friday, August 25, 2017.
Student: Signing below acknowledges that the syllabus has been read and explained to you and that you, the student, understand everything within the syllabus. Please fill out and sign the lines below (and see the information at the bottom as well). 

_________________________________________________               ________________
Your name (PRINTED)




    
Class Period
_____________________________________        ______________________________________________________
Your signature

                 

Your email address

                                                          

 
(Please write legibly)
Technology Access (check all that apply): 
_______ I currently have access to technology at home including Internet, computer, cell-phone &/or printer 
_______ I have limited access to technology at home. 

_______ I currently do not have access to technology at home. Help me help you by listing your     technology needs below.

_____________________________________________________________________________________
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_____________________________________________     _______________________________________________
Parent’s/Guardian signature


Parent’s name (PRINTED)





_______________________________________________   ______________________________________________
Parent’s/Guardian’s phone number 


Parent’s/Guardian’s email address                        
(Best number to contact you)




 (Please write legibly)                                              
**By signing this form, you, the student, and your parent/guardian are acknowledging and agreeing with the stated classroom procedures and rules.  If any electronic device (cell phone, iPad, iPod, Surface, Kindle, etc.) is seen or heard without previous permission from the teacher, the device will be confiscated.  You also understand that any form of cheating/plagiarizing (sharing answers with peers, plagiarism etc.) will result in a zero and a referral to the principal.  [image: image3.png]
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                                                   (cont’d on next page)





(cont’d on next page)








                                                   (cont’d on next page)
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