	
	
	
	Estimados Estudiantes!

Perhaps you have already discussed ‘why’ it is important to speak other languages. But
the real question for you, the student, is ‘how’ ... How do you acquire a second language?
Overall, it is very important to be positive and to have a ‘can do’ attitude. If you
speak a language, you are already a candidate to speak another one at some level. 
· Stay calm!
· Take risks in the second language. 
· Make educated guesses. Look for clues to help you understand.  Do not be afraid to guess! 












COURSE CURRICULUM:

To support the revised TEKS issued by the state of Texas, Fort Bend ISD has implemented a curriculum composed of 5 Units that focus on the new guidelines to help ensure students can fulfil the goals set forth by the TEKS. 
	
          FIRST SEMESTER
Unit 1: Getting to know you
•	Name, greetings, farewells, how are you
•	Birthday
•	Personality
•	Nationalities, countries
•	Likes/dislikes 
 
Unit 2: Family
•	Family, friends
•	Celebrations
•	Pets
•	Personality
•	Community hangouts
 
 
 
 
	       
        SECOND SEMESTER
Unit 3: A Day in the Life
•	Making plans –accepting and declining invitations
•	Time, calendar, day of the week
•	Sports, activities, hobbies
•	Daily schedule (routines)
•	School calendars
 
Unit 4: Where does my money go?
•	Shopping – clothing
•	Prices
•	Bargaining
 
Unit 5: Vacation Time
•	Destinations
•	Restaurant and food
•	Packing for vacations
•	Weather & Clothes


COURSE EVALUATION

Grades will be based on the student’s performance on all activities in the course.  This includes, but is not limited to classwork, essays, reading comprehension activities, quizzes, tests, projects, formal writing assessments, formal class participation, speaking in the target language and homework.  Students will be given significant written/and or oral feedback on all their work.   Students will also receive a grade for his/her enthusiasm in class participation.

Based on the above listed class activities, the following weights will be assigned:		

50% for major grades – A minimum of 3 per nine-week period.   
50% for daily grades – A minimum of 11 per nine-week period.  
STUDENT EXPECTATIONS
Assignments:  Assignments must be turned in at the beginning of the class on the day they are due.  If they are not turned in when they are due, then they will be considered late and will follow FBISD’s late policy.  In case of extenuating circumstances and more time is needed to complete the assigned work, the student must discuss his or her needs with the instructor prior to the due date.  
It is the responsibility of the student to make-up any work missed due to an absence. 
Late work:  Daily and major grades will be accepted late with a penalty of 10 points per day for up to 5 days (maximum grade of 90%), with the exception of group or projects. If work is late more than 5 days, students will receive a zero. 

Retesting: Retesting is allowed only for major grade assessments (not projects and presentations, six weeks tests, semester exams or daily grades) if the grade earned is below 75%.  It will be the responsibility of the student to obtain a “Reassessment Form” from the instructor, upon receipt of his/her grade, complete it, along with parent signature, all within 5 school days of his/her receipt of the non-passing grade. The maximum allowable grade on a re-test is 75%.  THERE WILL BE NO EXCEPTIONS TO THIS POLICY!

Make-up work procedures, absences, and tardiness:   Students must check in the teacher’s School wires page for a copy and instructions of all assignments missed.  It will be the student’s responsibility to look up the assignments when absent and to ask a classmate for any written notes.  

Students will get 24 hours for every day missed to make up daily assignments and assessments if they are absent.  For long term absences, the student must meet with the instructor as they will be dealt with on an individual basis.

The entire class period will be used for practicing the target language, so that the instructor can observe the students, answer questions, and make corrections.  In-class assignments can be in either written or oral form or a combination of both.  Therefore, students should write legibly and put forth all their effort, as the instructor reserves the right to collect and grade any work done during the class period.  If the student is absent when an in-class assignment is collected and graded, the student will have the opportunity to make up the assignment.  

Do not be tardy!  Tardiness will be administered according to the policy stated in the student handbook.

Work assigned prior to an absence will be due on the first return day, including tests and projects.  NO EXCEPTIONS!

Tutorials:  By Appointment only. 

Academic Honesty:  The student will be expected to always do his/her own work. This means no copying work from public or private sources or using another individual’s work or presenting another individual’s work as their own. The students may NOT use translation services or programs. All of these constitute acts of dishonesty and will be considered plagiarism. No credit will be awarded for plagiarized work. Students caught plagiarizing will be subjected to the consequences specified in the school handbook’s academic honesty policy. 

The “Spanish Interactive Notebook” In a way to help students with their organizational skills, all students will be expected to bring one College Ruled 1 subject notebook, (no composition book) that will be used for all in-class assignments.  This notebook will be collected every grading cycle and work completed will be reviewed and graded. 
CLASSROOM EXPECTATIONS
· Arrive to class on time and be prepared with all required materials
· Use polite speech and body language
· Listen to others and participate in class discussions
· Complete your class work assignment
· Follow directions and instructions immediately
· Respect yourself, respect all people and always respect all property
· Always do your best, be your best and take pride in all you do
If a student chooses to break the rules, the following will be the CONSEQUENCES:
Fort Bend ISD CODE OF CONDUCT will be strictly observed.  
First Offence: Warning and teacher conference with the student.  
Second Offence: Email/phone conference with parent and the student will write a change of behavior plan stating the following three things: what they did wrong, why they did it, and what they are going to do differently, so it will not be repeated.  This plan must be acceptable to the teacher.  The student, parent and teacher will sign this behavior plan.  
Third Offence: Parent/teacher conference and Principal referral
NOTE: Immediate classroom removal and Principal referral will occur for severe offenses.

CLASSROOM PROCEDURES
1. Enter the classroom quickly and quietly
1. Be seated in your assigned seat
1. Begin Warm-Up activity
1. Remain in your seat until dismissed by the instructor.  Remember, the bell does not dismiss you at the end of class, the teacher does
1. Raise your hand when answering/asking questions
1. Do not speak when instruction is being given.  If you have a question or comment, raise your hand
1. Complete your exit ticket!

Any work or item not associated with Spanish or being utilized for the class activity will be confiscated, so put everything away to avoid it being collected.   All electronic devices are to be turned OFF during the entire class period, unless instructed to be used by the instructor, and put on the desk “docking station”.  If the electronic device makes a sound or if a student uses the device during the class period, it will be collected by the teacher and the FBISD Campus procedures for confiscated items will be followed.

All work must have first and last name, assignment name, date in Spanish, and class period on the header.  

