
“We believe all children can learn; we have 
high expectations for each of the students we 
serve; we want to use all resources to make a 
difference in the lives of each child; the future 
of Texas depends on educating our growing 
enrollment with diverse needs; and the public 
schools are charged by the Texas Constitution
with this great mission for Texas.”



 
The Fort Bend ISD Board of Trustees 
developed a comprehensive legislative agenda in 
five key areas in support of the 74,000 students 
who attend Fort Bend ISD schools and of the 10,000 
employees who work on behalf of these students to 
help meet their education needs, while allowing for 
efficient and effective operation of schools.
 
On October 17, 2016, in a Regular Board Meeting, 
the FBISD Board unanimously adopted five resolu-
tions with specific details of each of the legislative 
priorities, sharing the following unified message to 
all involved:

“We believe all children can learn; we have high ex-
pectations for each of the students we serve; we want 
to use all resources to make a difference in the lives of 
each child; the future of Texas depends on educating 
our growing enrollment with diverse needs; and the 
public schools are charged by the Texas Constitution 
with this great mission for Texas.”

The five resolutions as adopted 
by the FBISD Board of Trustees are:

1. Making School Finance a Legislative Priority
2. Making Constitutional Support of Public Schools a  
 Legislative Priority
3. Making Accountability and Assessment a   
 Legislative Priority
4. Making Streamlining the Texas Essential Knowl 
 edge and Skills (TEKS) a Legislative Priority
5. Making a Funding Amendment to Senate Bill 507  
 a Legislative Priority
 
“It is very important that the community hears the 
voice of this Board loud and clear, which is unani-
mous in the adoption of all five of these resolutions,” 
said Kristin Tassin, Board President. “I am grateful 
to the Board members for reading each of these 
complete resolutions into the record, before we 
voted on them. The resolutions include our 
legislative priorities and include practical solutions 
for our legislators to support when they convene 
in January 2017.”
 

PRIORITY ONE
SCHOOL FINANCE
As the 85th Legislative Session convenes on January 10, 
2017, FBISD asks that legislators support an updated and 
adequately funded formula-based school finance system, 
which takes into account student and district character-
istics when determining appropriate levels of funding to 
meet state and local standards.

 • Update outdated formula elements like the 
  cost-of-education index (CEI) and transportation 
  allotment. Simplify the formula by moving to a 
  single tier system.
 • Tie property value increases state-wide and 
  recapture payments to the State to an increase 
  in the basic allotment.
 • Adequately fund the Instructional Materials Allotment  
  (IMA) to ensure districts can provide adequate 
  technology and instructional materials to meet 
  increased standards for students.

PRIORITY TWO
SCHOOL CHOICE
As the 85th Legislative Session convenes on January 10, 
2017, FBISD asks that legislators uphold their constitution-
al “duty…to make suitable provision for the support and 
maintenance of an efficient system of public free schools” 
and focus on supporting the public schools which, by their 
own laws, have been created to be available to and acces-
sible by all children.

 • Oppose traditional vouchers, tax credit scholarships,  
  ESAs and other programs that divert tax dollars away  
  from the more than 90 percent of the students in 
  public education.

Ensure the quality of virtual school options for students 
by limiting the expansion to only high-quality virtual 
school providers.



PRIORITY THREE
ACCOUNTABILITY AND ASSESSMENT
Support an overhaul of the current accountability and 
assessment system in Texas to align with federal re-
quirements and reduce the number of high stakes tests 
students are required to take; limit testing to readiness 
standards to allow for more focus on deeper student 
outcomes and content mastery; and ensure college and 
career readiness by including post-secondary readiness 
assessments to the indicators of the State’s accountability 
system in Domain IV.

 • Align the state and federal accountability systems 
  to eliminate confusion and ensure transparency at   
  the campus and district levels.
 • Streamline state academic assessments to what is   
  federally required: Reading/English Language   
  Arts and Math in grades 3-8; and Science in the   
  specified grade spans.
 • Ensure adequate resources (time, funding, staffing   
  levels) to support full implementation of House Bill 5  
  to achieve college readiness goals.
 • Restore meaningfulness and utility of 
  state-administered accountability systems by 
  opposing A-F letter grades as campus and 
  district ratings.
 • Develop reasonable assessment options that are   
  sensitive to diversity, special education, accelerated  
  learners, English Language Learners (ELL), and others  
  that are critical to meet the needs of all students.
 • Include post-secondary readiness assessments, such  
  as ACT, SAT, AP, IB, Aspire, etc., to the indicators of the  
  State’s accountability system in Domain IV.

PRIORITY FOUR
STREAMLINE THE TEKS
Support streamlining of the Texas Essential Knowledge 
and Skills (TEKS) curriculum standards to align with col-
lege readiness standards.

 • Require the Texas Education Agency to conduct a   
  comprehensive study of the Texas Essential 
  Knowledge and Skills (TEKS) to ensure a multifaceted  
  approach to the written and taught curriculum.
 • Streamline the content and scope of the TEKS of each  
  foundation curriculum subject that our teachers and  
  students must cover with emphasis on college 
  readiness standards at secondary levels.
 • Provide aligned support and training for all, including  
  educator professional development, access to 
  instructional resources, reducing the number of TEKS  
  and limiting testing to readiness standards.

PRIORITY FIVE - 
SENATE BILL 507 FUNDING AMENDMENT
Support adequate funding of SB 507, which will promote 
student safety in special education settings and help pre-
vent any intentional abuse of students with special needs, 
including some who are non-verbal.

 • Adequately fund SB 507 as it is an unfunded 
  mandate, and school districts face tremendous costs  
  associated with its implementation.
 • Clarify SB 507 by amending Section 29.022 to limit   
  the request to a single classroom rather than to “each  
  school” and to “each self-contained classroom or   
  other special education setting.”
 • Clarify SB 507 by amending Section 29.022 to reflect  
  the true intent of the bill in which a request by a   
  teacher or parent/guardian to install cameras requires  
  installation only in the classroom where the teacher  
  offers instruction or the child attends class.



F o r t  B e n d  I n d e p e n d e n t  S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t

You can be a part of the solution on legislation concerning state and national issues. 
Contact your congressional and state legislators to voice your opinions. To view the constituency 
websites for your elected representatives in Washington, D. C. and Austin, visit the following websites:
 
www.senate.gov  www.senate.state.tx.us
www.house.gov   www.house.state.tx.us/members/welcome

Listed below are state 
legislators who represent 
residents in Fort Bend ISD. 

UNITED STATES 
CONGRESSMEN

9TH DISTRICT
Congressman Al Green
3003 South Loop West, 
Suite 460
Houston, Texas 77054
(713) 383-9234
Fax (281) 383-9202
(Washington, D. C.)
(202) 225-7508 

22ND DISTRICT
Congressman Pete Olson
1650 Highway 6, Suite 150
Sugar Land, Texas 77478
(281) 494-2690
Fax (281) 494-2649
(Washington, D.C.) 
(202) 225-5951

UNITED STATES SENATORS

Senator John Cornyn 
Chase Tower
221 W. Sixth Street
Suite 1530
Austin, Texas 78701
(512) 469-6034
Fax: (512) 469-6020
(Washington, D. C.)
www.coryn.senate.gov

Senator Ted Cruz
Dirksen Senate Office Bldg. 
Suite 185
Washington, DC 20510
(202) 224-5922 
(Washington, D. C.)
www.cruz.senate.gov

STATE SENATORS 

SENATE DISTRICT 13                                 
The Honorable 
Rodney G. Ellis 
Room 3E.6
P. O. Box 12068 
Capitol Station 
Austin, Texas 78711 
(512) 463-0113
Fax: (512) 463-0006 

District Address 
2440 Texas Parkway,
Suite 110 
Missouri City, Texas 77489 
(281) 261-2360
Fax: (281) 261-4726 

SENATE DISTRICT 17                                 
The Honorable 
Joan Huffman 
P. O. Box 12068 
Capitol Station 
Austin, Texas 78711 
(512) 463-0117 
Fax: (512) 463-0639
 
District Address 
P.O. Box 541774
Houston, Texas 77254
(281) 980-3500
Fax: (281) 980-3555

SENATE DISTRICT 18                                 
The Honorable 
Lois Kolkhorst
Room 3E.2
P. O. Box 12068 
Capitol Station 
Austin, Texas  78711 
(512) 463-0118 
Fax: (512) 475-3736

District Address 
2000 South Market, #101
Brenham, Texas 77833
(979) 251-7888

STATE REPRESENTATIVES 

HOUSE DISTRICT 26
The Honorable Rick Miller
Texas House of Representatives
Room E2.312, Capitol Ext.
P.O. Box 2910
Austin, Texas 78768
(512) 463-0710
Fax: (512) 463-0711

District Address
130 Industrial Blvd., Ste. 126
Sugar Land, Texas 77478
(281) 980-0117

HOUSE DISTRICT 27                                  
The Honorable 
Ron Reynolds 
Texas House of Representatives 
Room E2.306, Capitol Ext.
P.O. Box 2910
Austin, Texas 78768 
(512) 463-0494 
Fax: (512) 463-1403

District Address
2440 Texas Parkway
Suite 102
Missouri City, Texas 77489
(281) 208-3574
Fax: (281) 208-3696

HOUSE DISTRICT 28                                  
The Honorable 
John Zerwas 
Texas House of Representatives 
Room E2.308, Capitol Ext.
P. O. Box 2910 
Austin, TX  78768 
(512) 463-0657 
Fax: (512) 236-0713

District Address 
P. O. Box 434
Simonton, Texas 77476 
(281) 533-9042 
Fax: (281) 533-9049

HOUSE DISTRICT 85                                  
Phil Stephenson
Room E2.906, Capitol Ext.
P.O. Box 2910
Austin, Texas 78768
(512) 463-0604
Fax: (512) 463-5244 

District Address 
834 Third Street
Rosenberg, TX 77471
(281) 232-7900
Fax: (281) 232-7901

OTHER KEY CONTACTS

Governor Greg Abbott
P. O. Box 12482 
Austin, Texas 78711 
Austin: (512) 463-1782 
Fax: (512) 463-1849 
Toll free: 1-800-843-5789 

Lt. Governor Dan Patrick
P. O. Box 12068 
Austin, Texas 78711 
Austin:  (512) 463-0001 
Fax: (512) 463-0677 

House Speaker Joe Straus 
Room CAP 2W.13, Capitol
P. O. Box 2910
Austin, Texas 78768
(512) 463-1000
Fax: (512) 463-0675

Senator Larry Taylor (Dist.11) 
Senate Education 
Committee Chair 
P. O. Box 12068 
Austin, Texas 78711 
Austin:  (512) 463-0107 
Fax: (512) 463-0111

F o r t  B e n d  I n d e p e n d e n t  S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t
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